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Israel In Egypt
George Frideric Handel |
-
1. EXODUS
OVERTURE Sinfonia from Saul
t. RECITATIVE ~ MNow there arose a new King
_ Blair Wilson, tenor
2. DOUBLE CHORUS And the children of Isrsel sighed
: Marion vander Loo, alto
' And their cry came up unto God
3. RECITATIVE .Thea sent Ho Moses
Blair Wilson, tenor
4. CHORUS They loathed to drink
5. AIR Their land brought forth frogs
- Marion vander Leo, alto
6. DOUBLE CHORUS He spake the word
1. DOUBLE CHORUS He gave them hailstones
8. CHORUS : He sent a thick darkness
9. CHORUS He smote all the first-bom
16. CHORUS But as for His people
11. CHORUS Egypt was glad
12. DOUBLE CHORUS He rebuked the Red Sea
He led them through the deep
_ But the waters overwhelmed their cnemies
13. DOUBLE CHORUS And Israel saw the great work

- And believed the Lord

INTERMISSION



1. THE SONG OF MOSES

14. DOUBLE CHORUS

15. DUET

16. DOUBLE CHORUS
17. DUET

18. DOUBLE'CHORUS
19. DOUBLE CHORUS

20. CHORUS

21, AIR

- 22, AIR

23. DOUBLE CHORUS
24, DUET

25. DOUBLE CHORUS
26. AIR

27. DOUBLE CHORUS

28. RECITATIVE,
DOUBLE CHORUS

29. RECITATIVE

Moses, and the children of Tsrael

1 will sing unto the Lord

The Lord is my strength

Janet Fryling and Joy Musselman,

soprancs :

He is my God

And I will exalt Him

The Lord is a man of war

- Philip Francheis and David Fryling,
bassex

The depths have covered them

nyﬂghthmd,OLmd

And with the blast of thy nostrils:
The enemy said '
Blair Wilson, tenor
Jennifer Calp, sopranc
Who is like unto thee?

- Thow, in Thy mercy

Mavrion vander Loo, alte;
Blair Wilson, tenor

" ‘The people shalt hear

Thou shalt bring them in
Marion vander Loo, alto

For the horse of Pharaoh
Blair Wilson, tenor

‘The Lovwd shall reign

And Miriam the prophetess
Blair Wilson, tenor

30. SOLO, DOUBLBCHORUS Sing ye to the Lond

Joy Musselman, soprano



Program Notes
Kingdon W. Swayne

Israel in Egypt is divided into two parts, of notably different character. The first
begins with the history of Israel’s bondage in Egypt, and the piagues the Lord brought
upon the Egyptians — each vividly described in beth words and music, by turns agitated
and majestic. The mood suddenly changes as the Lond turns his attentios to the peopie of
Israel, and ina hauntingly hyrical passage, leads them forth “ like sheep™ out of bondage.
After » vivid sccount of the parting of the waters of the Red Sea, Part I ends with the
ackaowledgement by the Israelites of the power of the Lord and of Moses, his
servant.

This recogniffon of the majesty of God sets the stage for Part L1, an extended hymn to
the Lord, which one can imagine being sung by a people now safely on the eastem shore
of the Red Sea. The hymn is mostly about praise and thanksgiving, but it is rooted in
recent history and in specific prophesies for the near future. It opens and closes with a
joyous recollection of the drowning of the Egyptian army in the Red Sea, and midway
makes explicit the Israclites’ expectation that the Lord will see them safely settied in the
iand of Canaan. '

We think of Handel as a German composer, but be emigrated 1o England in his mid-
twentics and remained there until his death, By the time he composed Israel in Egypt at
the age of 53, he had lived haif his life in England, and he naturally chose foritan English
text, drawn from Exodus and the Psalms. Those familiar with English can derive a
speciat pleasure from Handel's use of word painting and other descriptive devices to
reinforce key words in the text. At the very beginning, listen as ke children of Israel
sigh: Az the plagues come oa, listen to the violins asleaping frogs and buzzing flies, and
to the busscs as Jocusts. Then bear the tympani as hailsiones, followed by a thick
darkness painted by the chorus, lesding in tum to the smiting of the Egyptian first born
by thse total ensemble. And finally, in the passage that begins and ends Part 11, listen for
the galloping rhythi as the Lord throws korse and rider into the sea.

Many of Handel's oratorios lend themselves to staging by opera companies. Messiak
and Israel in Egypt are the main exceptions, the latter because it features the chorus so
prominently, Consequently, it is a favorite of choral groups, who are challenged by its
demands for stamina; virtuosity, and s broad range of dramatic expression. It uses ali the
tricks of the choral composer’s trade, from stern declamation with all voices on the same
note, through the give-and-take of two separate choruses in dialogue, to the intricacies of
fugues, simple and complex. The sheer variety of musical form keeps the listener
wordering what new tricks Handel has up his slecve for the next segment.
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